, mean savings when they need
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% the business.

'READING a number of
Y advertisements for In-
gurance Agents, which paint
a rosy picture of earning
“extra pocket money for
young boys and girls and a
supplementary income for
young housew.ves, I deci-
ded to ask Khursheed
Khatau who has been an
Insurance Agent for a
number . of years whether
this is true or whether she
get, doors shut in her face,
people, running away at
the sight of her? Or. terri-
ble experience with dirty
minded men.

Answering my last question
firgt, she said,, There is no
question of dirty minded meén..
I have always dealt with women
of the Thouse and through
them their husbands only
the final stage of the invest-
nient in the Policy. :
“No-one runs away or shuts the
odr in my-face, in fact I have
made very good friends in my
job. Most housewives are wise
'enough to know that today’s

investment for the childrens”
education or marriage Wwill

the money. The housewives feel
gecure in knowing that - their
husgbands. are making concrete

- savings for the childrens” fu-

ture. In fact one family intro-
‘dyces me to another it is like
the setting up of a chain of
friendship”. C

Khurshed recalled how she

started in the insurance profes- -

sion: )

“t have come a Iong way
from the time I was first given
.an Insurance Agent’s iob by &
young family friend in 1868. 1
was teaching at a nearby
Kindergarten school then. e
explained the Insurance poliey
terms to me but neither did 1
have the confidence to explain
it correctly mor could I get my-

" s81f to o8k people to give ine
I who had never .

‘even asked my father to glve
‘e two rupees, how could I g0
strangers and ask?...... I

father. So for eleven
I didw't do anything

at -

-~ Khursheed—a successful

£

about the
¢y business, then
réminded me that in- one
more - month my agen-
¢y would lspse, so I should
try to get some buginess.” She
‘wag on maternity leave then
with her seconid baby, when
one of the children’s parents
visited and insisted on Khur-
sheed giving her children some
coaching at Khursheed’s house,

the friend

¢

Ehursheed — working with
single-mindedness

Seeing how worried the mother
was she agreed to teach the
children, and one day the mo-
ther mentionied that her kids
.tock  money
school for the Habib Bank
School Saving Scheme.

This gave Khursheed the idea
of asking this parent who seem-
ed sensible to take out her
children’s policies for Educa-
tion, she explained it as best

as she could, then asked her:

family -friend to help in the

 final stages and was surprised

that the three childrens’ policy
got Irr a commission of Rs 800
when the ' school was paying
sround Rs 200. She decided to
give up teaching and concent-
rote on the Insurance business,

but again ‘another six months.

making

went by without her
she

any effort. When she did
was successful once again.
One business means at least
- four or five-visits to the home

Insurance Poli-
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of the potential clients.. The
wives are usually very pleased

“to have this kind of security -

for their children’s future. For
% number of years the family
friend helped her, but gradually
the business
hughand decided to give up his
Job help her. Khursheed used
to get 33 per cent commission,
now together they get 60 per
cent commission,

Khursheed said the ever
widening chain of references is
how she got business, and she
thinks when you put in sincere

_hard work help comes from all

By Mrs. Habeeb

~an incident:

every week to .

sides. She does not believe in
making a nusiance of herself.
If someone says they are not
interested in a policy at  pre-

sent but they might be at a-

later. date she waits upto six
months or a year hefore ap-
proaching them again,
_ Khursheed is very alett
whent her clients interest are
at stake. She recounted such
She had taken
out a Life Insurance - Policy
for & man who had been given
a cleann health certificate. His
wife, also a healthy person was
the beneficiary. They had
hatdly paid more than g few
premiums when the .wife died
in a fatal accident, Even tho-
ugh the husband and family
were in a shocked condition
and probably in no mood do
bother - with an " Insurancé
Agent, Khursheed immediately
got all the papers transferred so
that the children were the bene-
ficiaries, Most unexpectedly the
husband died within the weeks
of the wife, and the children
got the Insurance money.
Another gentleman of her
acquaintance had been putting

. off getting his life insurance.

Khursheed had to reach her
target and she told him that
if he took out the policy he would
help her too. He did so and

increased so her -

insurance agent
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not mich later he died, = bu
leaving both his mother and
wife financially secure.

Khursheed Khatau has given
all kinds of help to her clients
and friends, from matchmalk-
ing to finding tenants for their
houses. ‘She has éven advised

someone to start a school in

their unused house and then
helped ' by finding . a

. School Principal and orderihg

the furniture. )

Khursheed . seems to enjoy
nothing more than  meeting
and getting to know  people.
Even when she was a K.G.
teacher she managed to match-
makes for suceessfully her col-
leagues, then looked after their
classes till replacements’ were
found.

© Her birth sign is Saggitarius

and Khursheed has compared
notes with other Saggitarian
women and found that the
kitchen and home are not en-
ough to hold ,their attention.
She is lucky to have got into
the right career, with her gen-
erosity of spirit, her ‘extrovert
nature and, Saggittarian in-
heritarice she would have ru

around anyway. s

Her husband thinks Xhur-
sheed would have fared as well
in the kitchen as she works
with single mindedness. Her
mother-in-law Kept house for
her and attended to the four

v
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children who are now growzs -

up.

Khursheed Khatau feels that
this free-lancing job is ideal as
it gave her freedom to attend
to her domestic and  social

duties with' no fixed time ,for. -

work, she took it easy  for
months and then rushed
around for a few weeks, and

she thinks modestly a lot of her
success has been good ‘luck. Byt~

having beent & popular tegsg [
and also had a modegr® . 2"
at making Chocolate / o %
has given up now,/ ‘%«'
that she has thay <
spark in her persc¢

ignites success.



